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that the British intended to set up any form of Arab
administration in their own area on the Mesopo-
tamian side. The Foreign Office could not under-
stand why this should be impossible, or why it
should be necessary to make matters worse by
publicly assuming the transfer of the Mosul vilayet
from the French to the British sphere before any
step whatever could be taken to answer both French
and Arab objections. The position was, in fact,
that while Colonel Wilson was fighting for the unity
of Iraq at the expense of Arab independence, Feisal
and Lawrence were fighting for Arab independence
at the expense of the unity of Syria. Wilson failed
to realise the necessity for keeping faith with the
Arabs as much as Lawrence under-estimated the
necessity for keeping faith with the French. If only
they had been working together, instead of against
each other, the result might well have been that
Syria and Iraq would have developed side by side
along exactly the same lines, and entered the
League of Nations hand-in-hand.
A certain piquancy was given to the situation in
London by the personalities of the two Secretaries
of State. Mr. Montagu's natural instincts were
Liberal, and thus outraged by the policy of his
subordinate in Mesopotamia, while Lord Gurzon's
were Imperial, and thus outraged by the policy
which Lawrence and the Foreign Office advocated
in that country. Each was thus placed in the position
of having to support a policy with which he really dis-
agreed. I myself had no illusions about Arab
efficiency, but I was in full sympathy with Arab
aspirations. I did not know, nor, I think, did
anyone else, the precise " degree of control and
authority" which was necessary for Mesopotamia,